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Across

6. Oldest known bird fossils

8. Order containing songbirds and perching birds

9. Part of the digestive system that temporarily stores food

10. The joining of some bones in birds to strengthen the skeleton

11. Cavity where wastes are emptied

13. Nitrogen waste in birds filtered by the kidneys

14. Order containing the ostrich

15. Fluffy feathers covering the body for insulation

18. The bird’s ability to maintain a high body temperature for its fast metabolism

20. Breastbone or “wishbone” in birds

22. Order containing woodpeckers

23. Featherless patch of skin on the abdomen used to incubate eggs

24. Egg layers

26. Order containing pigeons and doves

27. Owls

29. Interior of a bird’s bones making them lightweight

30. Muscular structure that grinds and crushes food

33. Made of the protein keratin and insulate the bird’s body and adapt it for flight

34. The shape of a bird’s sternum

Down

1. Order containing parrots

2. Order containing chickens

3. Tiny pits in the skin from which feathers form

4. Feathers are modified from these

5. modified forelimbs of birds

6. Order of ducks and swans

7. The care a bird gives its feathers

9. Order containing egrets and storks

12. Order containing hummingbirds

16. Scientist who studies birds

17. Number of chambers of the bird’s heart

19. Feathers that give birds their coloration

21. Birds that are born blind and helpless

25. Birds which can swim or fly as soon as they hatch

28. The shedding and regrowth of feathers

31. Extra of these are attached to the lungs to increase respiration

32. Replaces teeth in birds

